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inhabitants of the Kashmir State by this political
act was minimised at the time, but it had a far-
reaching effect on the minds of the Kashmir
Moslems as well as on their co-religionists in British
India. Owing to the enforcement of a rigorous
control over the Press and also over individuals
who contributed articles in the Press, there was no
possible opportunity for the ventilation of popular
grievances within the State, with the result that most
of the public agitation was conducted outside the
borders by an irresponsible Press in the Punjab.
His Highness's Government made it a deliberate
policy to exclude from circulation all newspapers
printed in the Punjab that contained any criticisms
of his administration. This act might not unreason-
ably have been applied in occasional specific instances
owing to the personal nature of the attacks on the
Maharaja, but its general application was resented
by the Moslems of all classes, by landlords as
well as by agriculturists and artisans His Highness
must be credited with the best of intentions and with
a very progressive and enlightened policy, when
one considers some of the measures introduced by
him during the first three years of his rule But
even these measures failed to recognise local condi-
tions. Grave hardships resulted from their sudden
enforcement, and corruption and intrigue were
brought into play amongst the officials, who were
entrusted with the enforcement of the measures